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off moy way te el people I'm Indian, though, unless they ask or
it"s relevane, of they're Marive, too.™ Kelley didn't realize until
he was a eeenager that he had a Marive heritage, and he's nor
enralled in his tribe

For every single person who walks this carth, the gquestion
“Who arm 13" remains basic and yer complex, For the indigenous
peoples of the Unired Stares, this question digs deeper into his-
rorical s of the past awd the economic stanus of the present,
There is me single right answer, and likewise there is no single
wriig answer. Rather, the definition of being Mative American
or Amesicin Indian really depends on whom you ask, Bur nwake
ni edstake: There s no ssue of grester complexiny and impaor-
taice before Matve peoples teday than the quesson of
whe i an Indian and how thar i devermined.

TRIBAL ENROLLMENT AND»
BLOOD QUANTUM

‘Webster defines American Indian as A
member of the aborginal peoples of the
Wesern Herdsphere cxcepr usoally the
Eskirmas; an Amedican Indian of Morth
America and especially the 11.5."

LF wanaly i were peally thar simple. Insvead,
American Indians are the only ethnke growp
in the ULA. whe must prove their hertage in
official government doouments i they wish
to partake af the beoefits offered in reaties
made with the govemment. American
Inshian ribes who have federal recognition
SEALUS are granced a government- - govern-
ment relationship with che 1.5, federal goy-
criment. Thar coveted starus  wlemately
leands poe qu.ui. il.'|:|’-.|_':.in‘cr|'|||h:|.‘|l al ribes over
their poople, thelr citdeens or members.

The Burcau of Indian Al s chargod
with the oversaghn of ribes ax well as the
federal recognithon process. There ane moee
than 562 federally recognized trilses i the
L5, with 1.7 million citizens, acconding w
the BIA. And there are hundreds more
groups secking thar swams. The federal
recogniton process can ke decades. One criterion for gettng
federal pecogmition & the ribe™s enrolliment process.

Eaxich tribal narson is free to set i3 own encollment requine-
ments. The nathon's langest wribe, the Cherokee, has rwo main
banids. The Cherokes Mation of Oklahoma doesn't require a
Blood gquanturm (a percentage ol one’s physical bertage that
can be proven by written records to be derved from a specafic
tribe) but does insist that people desiring to be enrolled can
prove their descendancy from  Cherokees. However, the
Eastern Band of Cherokee, based in Marth Caraling, requires
ity menthers to prove their ancsitors were on the 1924 Baker
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Raoll, ag well & have 1/1éth degree of Bastern Cherokee
Mood. For the Chippewa-Cree of Mentna, you have 1o be
ome-quarter blood quantam and prove your descendancy from
the wriginal 2% family members.

Some critics say this methad s nothing shore of 2 pedigree
similar e char of prize dogs or horses, Siill, each rribe muss
hawve its ewn answer 1o the question “Who is an Indian?™ For
the Mavape, the second-largest tribe in the U5, the answer is
o -quarrer Mavapn blood, Anyrhing less and the person is no
allowed entry 1o the mibe,

Far Marives who are enrolled, there’s good natwred joking
armongg, them abour who's a “cardcarrying Indian™ and she sa't

ONE TRIBE'S FIGHT FOR
FEDERAL RECOGNTTION
Fedenally recognized wibes reccive govern-
msenit flands thar are used o run trikbal deparre-
ments. They also are exempr from seare and
local junsdictions, including not hasing e
pay taxes 1o those entnies, Their card-carry-
ing members also have free access o health-
care, education and howing oppermnites.
“There"s never been a day in my life thar
[ didn't belong,™ says Schaghricoke Chicl
Richard Vellkw He grew up konowing his
Marive roots even though his wribe is nor fed-
crally recognized. Yeo the Schaghucokes are
recognized by the state of Conpsecticut,
where they've lived for hundreds of years.
They even have a 400-acre reservation.
In 1981 chey subsmimed 2 Jerer of ineent
s the BIA for federal recognition. In 1994
they filed thelr peridon. The provess is long
and requires & lor of research and documen-
vankan by anthropologises, sclendsts and oal-
miral experts. Finally, in January of 2004 they
received word they had et all dee crteria mw
e federally recognized. The foal sep was a
walting pertod for any porendal appeals o
their case by any other intesested partes.
The walting perid was o end on May §,
2004. Just two days before the walting period expired, the
sare of Conneencut appeiled the Schaghricokes” secogmitkon.
Now there's a second evaluation of the Schaghricokes” paper-
wiork and another deadline for the declsion o grant them fed-
cral recognitbon, The tribse & waitng for the appeals process o
end and are hopeful, come Sapt, 12, 2005, they will recemve
their federal recognition.

Today, as chief of the 300 or so members of the
Schaghticoks Tribal Mation, Velky sees it as his duty to get his
tribe federally recopnized. “This land has been the
Schaghticake Nation bor 300 yeari. As the leader, it's my posi-
Ho b protect it for the nexe 300 vears w come,” he says.
“Ohur ancestors lsave worked the land. As good stewards of the
land, we need to protect it for future gencrathons. 10D we don’t
protect il today, we wall be gone ™
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And when it comes Aght down w personally sentifiomg as
1 Schaghticoke person, Velky says they know who they are
“We don’t meed anyone B tell us thar, e Enow that,™ he s

THE STAKES RISE

Indian gaming has changed the face of some mbes whe are tak-
g a second kook at their enrallment process, cspecially if they
hand oug BAMLME revenue per-capita payments i members.

Tahmahkera 5 married into the Sabt River Fima-Maneopa
[ndian Commarnity m Areona. He and his wife Roclene have
seven children togcther. When their eldest son was boen, they
booked ar his tribal enrollment from an cconomse vicwpoant.
At the time, Sale River didn®t have a casino on ite radar. Whas
hie son's ennollment boiled down o was educanomal benefits,
His wile's tribe offered more Ananclal aid than his Comanche
wribe, s the decison was made o enroll the chikdren at Sale
Fiver, where the family resides. But Tahmahkera savs they alss
kooked at it from a traditional viewpoint. The Comanche oftcn
adopted captives or other people who came upon their band
and lrved with them.

“It's mast b you're enrelled, or where, s how you're
razsed,” Tahmahkera says. “Because our chiklren are af two
tribes, wie're raising them with the knowledge of both tribes.
That's where the grandparents’ inflsence comes in. They're
the ones teaching the language, traditions and history from
each tribe.™ And now that his wife's tribe has a casino and pays
out per eapita, the children are benefiting even more by being
enrodled at Sale River.

Huowever, the tribe is currently asking its members if they
shoubd make the enrollment process stmcter for the future,
They are comcemed about ton many people trying to get
enrodled just for the casing benefits.

SELF-IDENTIFICATHIN GUOD ENOUGH FOR SOME
Bt cven the lure of these fringe benefits sn"t enough tor some
American Indians. There are many who refuse o enraell in their
wribes. Some don't fancy the idea of being a “government-
approved” [ndian, while others don®t have enough.blood o
meet their iribe's enrodlment critenia. 5till other people may be
“full-blood  Indian™ bur a mixture of several tribes,
instance, their parents mav each have two or three tribal affili-
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ations, but the children don't have enough bood from any
one single source @ enrall in any of ther ribal affiliatons.

As for Kelley, wha's nat enrofled in his ribe, he represents
another group of Amencan Indians: those who weren®t ralsed
in their culiural rraditions and discovered teeir heritage later in
life.

“I grew op in and around Davenport, [owa, [ s rased
cusentially ag 2 whire guy,” Kelley says. 1 vaew mysell as 2
mixed blood. | didn't find out about this untl my grandfather
died when [ was a teenager. He and the rest of that side of the
Family had kepe it a secret only talked about in whispers and
oblique referemees.® But once he leamed of his cultural ties to
the Bad River Band of Lake Superor Chippewa, Felley
cmbraced his ddentiey.

“Indian i a sense of wlendty, but ome which las o be
backed up by a genetic component,” he says. “There 15 no
‘way” 1o be Indian, o ace Indian, or think Indian. You are or
yiou arcn’t; you identify with the traditions of your ancestors or
you don’t. You can run from it or embrace i, bat of 1t's vouar
henmage, you're Indian ™

Eelbey is light skinned, and he's used to the baffled reaction
people have about his hervtage. “It doesn't bother me. 1 know
that with light skin, green eycs and brown hair 1'H always get
a ot of the “That's funny, you don't book Indian® reactions.
Some people are really focused on tribal enrollment or mem-
bership, a view [ respect but belicve i too ngid. P'm combort-
able eneasgh with syl f and my background thae [ don®t need
validatson from everyone | meet; [ am who 1 am.™

Famala Silax, a Memominee tribal member, notes, 1 was
fostered out as a child, and beng enrolled sved my life”
Drespise her birch mother’s troubled life, Silas says she’s rhank-
ful her mother had the wherewithal to enroll her children. Ir
prevented her abusive foster parents from adopting her.

“Enrcdlment is not just 3 personal identity issue; it comes
with rights and rexponsibilities,” she savs. Gaming, acoording
e Silas, is just anocher option for tribes if they wish o pursue
that right. 5he rattles off the list of rights granted 1o ennolled
tribal members, which incdhede medical assistance and edsca-
tioonal benefirs but also traditional fishing and hunting rights.

*I"ve never lved permanently on my rescrvation, but | have
a birthright,” she says. *And do you know how pertinent that is
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1w a girl who's been raised i foster earc?
Thar's just priceless.” She wonders what
woild have happened if her mother hadn't
enrolled her. “1 wonldn't even know what
wrbe T came from or how o spell ! 1 am
wisn | am because of being a member of the
Menominee Tribe of Wisconan.™

However, when it camse 1o her oo
children, she had w enroll them in her
fathcr's tribe becanse they didn®t mect the
Mood quantum of the Menominee. They
are Oneida Today her children are learn-
g the wadickans of the Oneida and Sidas
B bearnmg a8 well. She bt out on that
heritage while growing up in Chicago.

As for Eelley, he bas vwo daughters and
w8 trying his best o raise them wath some
hmw‘udgt abbout thetr Chipptwd. ||t|‘i|:-|:5'c.
“Thar"s tomigh, partcularly becanse T was-
n't ralsed with knowledge of, or connec-
ton 1o, mry heritage, a8 well as the Bt we
dom't lve in an area with a pacticularly
large or cohesve Indian communitg 1 el
them about it at every apportumty; [ read
ter thern, 1 encourage them to ask ques-
toons, and we attend powwonws and other
cultural events pogether,”™ Eelley explains.

He's not alone. Accarding to the baest
census figures, of the more than half of the
country's population who idenctfied them-
seboes as being MNatree American, most said
they bived in urban arcas and not on reser-
vations. 5o, Indian identity questions
could be changing even more for furure
genenstions who aren’t familiar with radi-
tonal homelands, whether thats on a
reservazion or allotment lands. And with
that detachment from the land comes
some detachment from traditional cerc-
monies—and even more challenges to the
questicon “¥Who is Indian?™

As Amencan [ndians move inmo the
215 century, the guestions surrounding
Indian identity and how it is determined
are sure o grow even mone complex. Few
msue pose greater challenges to mibal gov
ernments and their members, and how
they ms.pq,md e this issue will certainky
shape the fomure course of Indian life

Pasty Talabengra (Hopi) bar been o faser-
malist for move tham 20 years She o fbe
manaming edizer and boss of, “Naeive
America Calling,® a navionn! daily dive
vradio call-is talk deow She is gl l_ﬁ:’.,ur.r.u:
comiributor tp Mative Peoples.



