


When everyone told them it conldn’t be done,
Joe McDonald, Ed.[3., remembers how firmly trikal leaders
stuck mo their guns and helped drafr federal legislation mo fund
the rribal college system,

When her own husband questioned her effors o ger a
college degree, Alvena MNdman ignored his curring remarks
and kepr on aking classes

When people try to treat Indian students as vicoms and
don't set high standards for them, Cheryl Crazy Bull objects
and insists that they can achieve, regardless of cheir age or
CIRCUMISEANCES

poal bur, equally important, a colwral goal, Ever since,
Indian acrivism has been thrving ar all of the bal colleges.
From the administrarors g the studencs there are hundreds of
staries of how people have mken “vigorous zction as a means
af achieving a goal.”

‘Sometimes you have to Make Noise®
“Somenmes vou can do it quietly, and sometimes you have
to make a lregle nonse,” AVE ScDwamald, r|'|||r'|-r|i|1f='_ JUsE @ lirtle
hir. McDonzld, 77, 15 enrolled wich the Contederared Salish
and Koorenai Tribe,

And when one  stare
universicy kicked him our
for bad grades, Manley
Begay, Jr, weni back o his
tribal r-::-||:'g{,' o seriously
stare his educatonal career.
It hed 1o @ doctorae degree

“We'd argue and fight and
then carry on and not carry
any grudges.”

His work [or the tribal
colleges bepan maore chan 3%
vears agn when he joined
ather  tribal educstors In
".'{"ashingl:ur.. M2, to seek
federal |r§i:.|.1|;i-;;n far criba
colleges. He remembers stick

and e him being introduced
thege days as one af the most successful gradiarss of Mavajo
Communiry C41IE-|._||.._- tnowe known as Ding College).

Each of these peaple exemplifies acrivism, defined in the
dictionary as “the doctrine or practice of vigorous action or
involvement 2% 4 means ur:,-ﬂhi{\-irl-!_r. pulil,-n;;ﬂ ar acher 1_54_1;||5,"
Thn‘.-ug!'l education, these four have transiormed thermselves
andd serive o sransform cheir communiries.

When the first rribal colleges were ereated back in the lage
19605 and ‘705, they represented che fruition of a political

pins in a map of the westem
United States ro show che various mamstrzam colleges and
universities in relationship o tribal lands. The picrure showed
the hl:gr void of higl'lt'r educacion facilities near reservations
That was the argument ||'|-\,::|r took o lf__.nnﬁn:s,s ta start the
Eaall |-:|-||ir|g.

The reikal n'rl‘:l“e’tg:\' advocares had po wade I||r|||,.||_=.h the rupidg
of naysayers. They had 1o ger a bill through the 1.5, Senare,
and then V‘I'lc:f said che House would never pass " he
ORI ues, “T|1|:_3.' said President Carcer would never sigm ag,
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because Carter was so fiscally conservarive,

And iribal leaders had o make their
e L‘l::||'l1rlﬂ1l!1ijL‘£ Armaongst themselves,
Congrest had already passed legnslation
establishing MNavajo Communicy {'.u||tg|:'.
Afer r;|||;ing it over, tribal lexders ook
that hill and created two sections, Tide 2
deuls only with Navajo. Tiele | covers all
the other rribal colleges.

“It was a compromise on Mavajo's part
it |.,|1ar|1=ru,: the title and include ws” sy
MeDeonald, “We get furded l‘:l:( b
many students we have, whereas Dind
gets a block grane” He says cthis
illustrates why people should know their
hiseory. Whar may seern unfair ar fiese
glance is actually generosity on the pare
of the Mavajo Narion.

After they finally gov cheir bill chey
faced another hurdle. “They said weld
never ger an appropration,” McDonald
says. Even the folks from the Burean of
Indian Affairs cesnified against the bill,
bur he curs them some slack, acknowl-
edging thar President |immy Carter
didnt want any new programs. Sell,

WORAING BOTH SIDES. Dempcratic Presidential contender Hillary Clinton jpoke
ar Sadivh Kostenai College during fer primary compaign in 2008, foe MeDowald
kel :a'r.-::aj- writh: Bath Ht[{lar!:ur.fmm anad Demaceaty on E'rﬁﬂ{FQIfI.ﬁf trital rﬂfﬁg:'.i ani
experienced fTak wien be endored Republican ULS. Sen. Convad Burns, a lng-time
supparter of the reitad colleges, fon Bis wonsnceesfied atrempr fo renin phe sear fn 2000,

rribal leadors prevailed. The Tribally
Controlled Communicy Colleges Assistance Ao of 1978
passed and recerved appropriacions.

MiDonald says it came abour partly becanse folks were
willing 1o compromise. The Amcrican Indian Highe
Education Consorcium (AIHEC] beard is made up of presi-
denrs of all the ibal colleges. "You just look ar the bigper
picture. Thar's the wonderful thing aboir the AIHEC board:
they're willing ro do char. We'd argue and fighr and then carry
on and ot carry any grudges."

McDonald ok whar he learned wocking with thuse other
rribral beackers back ro his own tribe. "1 was en the ribal council
ar the same time, and it was really a good lesson for me o sec
how peaple could work wogether,” he recalls. “You ger things
done when you do thar”

e founding president of Salish Koorenai College (SKC,
Pablo, MT), McDonald spent 33 years as an acovist on
behalf of SKC and che other inbal colleges before he retived
in June 2000,

Drefving the Skeprics

"1 newver really artended any collzge,” says Alvena Oidman.
While nor 3 conventional studene, Oldman, in fact, anended
miany colleges, scraping her credits wogecher, one semester at
a time, while rising a family and working, She sook classes at
Haskell Indian Mattons Universicy [(Lawrence, K5), Casper
College {Casper, WY), Wind River Tribal College [Ethete,

W), and she even suffered through a hot Arzona summer
taking classes at Arizona Stae Universicy (Tempe, AZ).

"1 had wo work so [ just wook clases whenever dhere was an
apporunity,” she says, including one cormspondence course.
Since there was ne Inreenet then, she received her books and
lessons through old-fashioned snail mail. When she finished
her wark, she'd mail ir back.

After liverally decades of taking courses here and there, she went
w & counsclor ar Wind Biver Tribal Colkpe and found she had
encugh credics for an associate degree. [n spring of 2009, Alvena
Obdman, 71, marched across te stage 1o receive her Associane of
Ars Degree in Indizn Studies and Arapahoe Languag:

She faced her share of shepuics along the way "Some
people would say, “You're kinda old for this,” Or, "Whar good
is it going to do you!” | said, ‘I'm doing it for myself. T want
to sec this piece of paper one day!’ and 1 did!™ Among her
critics was her husband of 36 vears, who rold her, “Oh well,
vou'll never amount o anything.”

“I did it. My folks didn’t have the
money, but I really tried to get
somewhere.”
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NON-TRAINTIONAL STUDENT? When Alvena Chaman graduaied from Wing
River Tridal College in 2009, she joined the ranks of many fribal college praduares wiha
conpited tbedr degrees bave i G, Wiite ot tbe “praelivional” ape of w college shuden,
Chletras anad wrber sich st offen pracrice their rribal mudinions and peak thelr
Marive lanmuage. Phave covrtesy af the Cldman family

home reseevarion [Rosebed, ST for 14
JCars, ||In_||.|l.f|||_‘u_ several years as wvice
president and a dean. Subsequently, she
was the chiel educarional officer for a
wribally charcered school thers,

Then abour cight years ago she lefo
South Dakota o become the president
of Northwest Indian College (NWIC,
Bellingham, “W¥A). During her tenure at
NWIC, she served as presidenr of rhe
AIHEC board for two years, [n 2010,
Seattle Universiy awarded her an heon-
arary docrerate degree in recognicien of
her work enhancing access o higher
educanon.

Today ar 55, she says she 15 happy w
play a role in influencing students o
embrace their herimge, She likes the facr
chat toibal college students den's have o
leave their culturs at home. “They can
have cheir traditional way of living in a
shee says
“You can have your kinship and vour
spiritual practices; you can have all of
that in wdays sociery.” That co-
mingling of Western education and

COMEMPOFATY @nvironmen:,”

His waords |_'Ir.|}" made her strive harder, She's gsad chat he
wasnt there to see her gl':.n:lll:-lrr; he E:n..l;;-.-:e:l AWy in 1998, But
in the audience m witness her |E:'-::-.;_1:'|y_: gr.;-:ﬂ were  her
whildsen, pramdehildren, and 2 few great grandohildren. Her
degres is frarmed and hanging on the wall.

She wamis o instll her passion for education into her
students, her "|:||.i|}'1 and ather FOUNgE Em_1p|-:: an the resera
ri(‘:lrl. A-'I Thf I::.i“:"::h'll.' .Ell':‘l El .l'll'::l'll:r dt rh(! Hﬂ.?fl'.lﬂl'l'. 3 Fr el oy
{Mrapahoe [.a?l.gu;lgr Immersion School] on the Wind River
Rescrvation, shes doing her parc 1o keep the Arapahoe
languagre alive, A fluent speaker, she can also read and wrice in
Arapahos. She's now teaching Lo students, all three o five vezes
old, at the school, which is funded by the Asapahoe Tribe.

When srudenes el ber they're too old e go o school or they
dl.a-lf[ WD Lo 1'Jl.':- il:, 5.|||.‘ :’ﬂwa.:.-j. I.C”:\ them, "1 d'.'d iL. ."r{'r r'all,_x
didn’ have the money, bae | really wied wo get somewhers.”

She looks ar her kids who worl ar rhe reibal casing and sees
a bigger picrure for their future. As for herself, Oldman, who
twrned 72 in January, 8 now contemplating a bachelor’s
degree.

Don't Leave your Culoure ar Home

Cheryl Crazy Bull has been invalved in rribally conrrolled
educarion since 1981 soon after the firer six cribal colleges
were created, An enrolled member of che Sicangu Band of the
Lakowa Mamon, she worked at Sinee Gleska Universicy on hee

tracirional values is the foundamon of
che tribal college sysem,

“Ir was an zot of socal and transformative |'|'|:|n|gu," she
says, " Peop v really put themsslves gue there far 2 movement;
its really about imoking the comuunicy better and making
peoples lives berper,”

She |'||‘.~[||'1 eribal colloges mever lower cheir standards, 1
nope Efuaf wig |:'.r_|-.-|'|: r,ﬁh:r d Less rig\q;-r-;)lu =8 rl-::rii.-.n-::l.'. I think our
people have many challenges around our socio-economic
conditions.” Mevertheless, she believes tx;-ll-::g\e' ?r-:'.':il:l::.-l % and
fa ulry muse keep the expectanons high, “CObviowsly our stu-
dents are capable of reaching higher standards,” she reasons,

Clrazy Bull cringes at the notion thar Native people are
victims. "lnstitutions may present that,” she says, even allies
of tribal colleges with good intentions, “]'J'u_'_g.I loak @t our

hismorical contest and define us”

“Sometimes, because of life’s
circumstances, students are given
an excuse for not being in class,
for nol finishing what's expected
of them.”
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But she says, “When | think about
what ['ve observed over the vears, | have
high expectations regardless of your age
or family circumstances.”

“Somerimes, because of lifes circum-
stances, students are given an excuse for
nat being in clas. for not finishing
whats :tp-;r,'[cd af them, “1 chink it a
learned behavior, Were 5o exposed 00
that, "Oh you've been victimized, and
that becomes how we pardcipate and
respond,” Uhars not che way she thinks,
Her messape s simple: “Dha vour work!
Do what's expocted of you! Give 100%.,"

You can't S:If Mo to Grandma'
Manley Begay, Ir. digdnt give 100%
when he firsr enrered oollege, “ didn'
see whar higher educarion had o offer,”
he recalls. “I'm a college dropour!™ he
reveals. [n the early “70s he enrolled ar
Martherm Arzona Universioy anc lagted
anly one semester. “Essenrially [ Aunked

ilLLI.c El.l..'illg those I|.|||,1|.|.|e:.':||: Ii|:|||:;|I

Begay would rather be our protesting
IJr r.lJrI.I
legendary acrivist Cesar Chaver than
arending classes.

Bur when he wenr back ro the reserva-
tion, reality hir. “Gosh, whar am | going
o do now!" he recalls chinking. His
mother and grandmothes encouraged
the dejected voung scholar o enroll in
the young Mavaje Communicy College. He calls it “one of
the best decisions | ever made” and adds, " Women are always
right!”

Ar the rribal college in Arizona he found the sorong culoural
environment {razy Bull described and the oype of educarional
system McDonald foughe for. “The elders raughr Mavajo
histary, culture, zers, Navapo ways of thinking abour the
warld, religion, ceremonies,” he recalls. *You could nor find
this mixturne in any other part of che world. {They) wene righe
alungside marth, history, and science.” For him rthe experience
fic with the rbulent times, mixing education along with
the fecling of culural pride sweeping the nacon. In thar
environment he shined.

Begay neecived encouragement, caring, and understanding
from his insrructors, which he responded ro by working hard.
"You just can't say no w Grandma and Grandpa; the only
thing vou could do was strive. | was allowed o chrive.”

He tound culrural strength thar helped him understand his
place in the world. Thar lesson was rested once he graduared
and lefr his reservarion cocoon o earn more degrees ar che

the  rroeegment workers with

CEDAR BLESIMINGS NWIC President Cherwl Crazy Bull, wearing a sraditional
Lumymi cedar bar, preeents @ posthummews diploma for the lave Earl Janes. From left are
Karen Sepet, and Wiellte Jorer, 5 _Inrm.'.-- s dramared l,‘:ﬁr i wore ueth the Lonpme

Indigu Schanl of Agquacalture, the precarror of NWIC Phgta by Mara |"_:.'r'."|?_‘|_‘f'

Universicy of Arizona, Brigham Young University, and finally
Harvard, The environment ac | larvard was so foreign ic may
as well have been on Jupiter.

"You ger a mixure of students frem all over the world, and
vou'te sorc of chrown ince the mix, And if you don't know
who you are a5 a Martive person, vou'll ger losr in other
cultures and other ways of thinking abour the world.”

Begay didn't ger lost, Insrcad he carned a bacholor af an:
masters in education, and chen a docrorare in cducarion in
1997. He was che first Navajo ro graduate from Harvard wir
a doctorare. He poines o Diné College as che motof his suocess,

Seme of his classmares from the mibal college became
successful teachers, governmene officials, artists, medicine

“It's neither secure nor absolute
because there’s a constant threat
to sovereignity.”
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sional s of fife. Phoro conrresy of NS

INTERNATIONAL ACTIVIST Manley Begay, fr, bar been addressing indigenons
sratison feetelers for many years as feowlty chaer of tbe Novive NMavfons futiere. He belps
dhewm webink their polivical and ccononeic structures and bow 1o best serve their inadi-

Ol iman Sy S the tribe’s effores o reach
the Jﬂl"::pal'u'n'.' language need  maore
back-up and reinforcement, “Its real
frustrating now; theres no Arapahoe
language spolen in most homes. The
only place most lids hear it is in school.
They pick it up and leam it here, bur irs
not reinforced anywhere, even in ele-
menezry school. They swarr losing it
again.” She says che mibal council is
trying o address this 1ssue.

And  remember that "noisc”
McDonald spoke of! Well, he'd like 1o
hear more noise coming from smdents.
“I think our smudents roday are a lintle
quieter than in the past. | know they do
supporr, testify, write lemers, Bue they
don’t seem eo wane o lie down in fron
of the bulldozer like they used o™ He's
not sure why, He dossn't want o ceach
siudents to riok, but he would like w0 see
more acten.

“I hope we connnue ro veach all sides
of an issue and conrinue 10 reach people
w analyze chings and stand up for whar’s
right — whar's going w help the people
and what's going o help our Maorher
Earth.” The former coach says, “She can
only take so much slam dunking. How

people, amd academics, "Good grandmas and good grand pas
also came our as well?” he adds,

Today Bugay helps shape the lives and careers of hundreds
of Mative students us & protessor and secial scientist in the
American Indian Swdies program ar the University of
Arzona. He also plays an importane role on the internauional
stage, helping indigenous nations around rthe world o
rethink therr political and econemic structures. He is the
{;mlt}' chair gf the Mative Matons Institure E-;}:'r Lea:]:rql:i.p,
Managerment, and Palicy in the Udall Cenrer for Studies in
Tublic Policy. In this posinen, he helps indigenous nanions
establish politcal swsrems thar best serve cheir taditional
ways of life.

‘Lie [Down in Fromt of Bulldozers’

Lc.\-ukinl: (1] the :I:l_JI:uT\é ea,ch pl.,-r:,'dhn SEEy A Lﬂ-n:inuing m::l:fi
for people to become actively involved. Crazy Bull chinks the
biggr.\l ¢|1J“L‘I'IE_|’\; will e r::[:-lilﬁng the irikxal Cullégr i-dznril:].'.
“There's pressure on ws o look and acr like mainstream
nstitunions, Bur we |-|,-_1||}- think of educamon as 3 more
H'hl.hlL'-Fi.'I.:.-.:-l'l :pp:'n'.l.ch."

much are we gpoing o smand for tha™

Begay for many years has been the
co-director of the Harvard Project on
Amencan Indian Eronomic Development. 5o, naturally he
tocuses upen Hnancial sclf-suthiciency when he thinks about
the furure of the tribal colleges and universities. “My hope is
thar these institutions will become financially stable, with
endowments o allow them (o be very creatve in how they
develop rheir curmiculum, how they respond o the noeds of
Mative sucietios and communines.”

He recalls the non-Dndians who wore surprised and shocked
thar Indians wanted to baild and run cheir own institations
of higher sducation, e you really sevivns about this? Youn
really going o man vour awn higher educacion asablishment?
Coan Indians r-:::|||:,I do thig?™ he mocks the {:|r|:,' .mlﬂipl;ir.'s.

“It's been proven, yes we can! And we can do it en our own
rerms, Bt Bepay caurions, “It's neither secure nor absoluts
because rheres a constant threas to sovereignty, Theres a
comstant threar {when) orhers hold the purse strings o many
of these mstitutions,” I

Fn:tt_]f Tm&rﬁ:ﬂ.mgm 17 ad fl:'rfﬁmn'juunarﬁ.r: atneel ey iLn'ra:m_ll'?.-
Barks s aitd bragdeas J:r.rr{r.lrl"f:.'g Mtaae Peoples Magazrine
anad CBY Mews.
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